
BEELARONG COMMUNITY FARM 
To encourage, educate, share and nurture interest in sustainable living 
by creating a vibrant community farm within an urban environment

Winter Newsletter June 2015

Wednesdays 

Volunteers  meet  every 
Wednesday morning from 
9am to noon and work in 
the  community  garden. 
Food  harvested  is  shared 
at the end of the morning.  
We break for morning tea 
at 10am. All are welcome. 

Saturdays	 

T h e  s h e d  i s  open  on 
Saturday  mornings  from 
8am  -  10am  so  that 
allotment holders may have 
access to gardening tools.

Monthly Committee 
Meetings 
Beelarong  Management 
Committee  meet  at  the 
farm on the first Sunday of 
e ver y  month  (except 
January) starting at 9am. 

All members are welcome to 
attend the meeting either as 
an observer or if you wish to 
come  along  as  a  guest  to 
speak  about  a  particular 
issue.

Weekend Shed Opening Hours changed 
from Sunday to Saturday

The shed will now be open on Saturday 
mornings from 8am - 10am

Bernice’s 
vertical strawberry planter 
made from recycled 

materials 



Last month students from Brisbane Bayside College volunteered at Beelarong for three 
consecutive Fridays. During their visit Alex Mathers and I shared some of our knowledge 
about gardening. The students and their teachers were given some tasks to complete 
including mulching an allotment, wood chipping paths, watering and clearing another 
allotment (No 35). In week 3, having worked the allotment and prepared it, they were able 
to plant seedlings. The feedback from the teachers and students was very positive and 
they plan to return again to Beelarong next school term. 

We had a very productive and well attended working bee last month when much was 
achieved. I thank everyone who contributed to make the morning so successful. Our next 
working bee will be held on a Sunday. 

HELP NEEDED 

When new jobs are identified there is not always someone available with the skills, ability 
or time to do the job.  To grab the attention of anyone who is willing to do these jobs they 
will be listed on the whiteboard on the toolshed door.  Tasks that need to be attended to 
include the dripper irrigation system that operates in the community allotments. This 
system is not operational at present due to blockages that need further investigation and 
rectification.   
  
The spray system in the greenhouses also needs attention.   
     
Kevin

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Our youngest volunteer at our last working bee. 
We find a job for everybody!



What: Gumboot art (for seniors and grandkids) 
When: Tuesday 30 June, 10-11:30am 
Cost: $5.00 

What: Bug kids garden program (for seniors and grandkids) 
When: Thursday 2 July, 10am-12noon 
Cost: $5.00 

What: Terrarium – make tiny gardens in jars (for seniors and     
    grandkids) 

When: Thursday 9 July, 8:30-10:30am 

What: Garden beekeeping (for residents aged 50+) 
When: Tuesday 14 July, 9:30-11:30am 

What: Cob oven cooking (for residents aged 50+) 
When: Saturday 25 July, 9:30-11:30am 

What: Crochet yourself potty (for residents aged 50+) 
When: Tuesday 28 July, 9-11am 
Cost: $5.00 

What: Wonderful teen food (for 10-17yrs) 
When: Wednesday 1 and 8 July, 11am-1pm 

What: Scented candle making (for 10-17yrs) 
When: Tuesday 7 July, 9:30-11:30am 

Bookings required. For more information please contact  
Beelarong  Community Farm on 0401 168 657  
or   education@beelarong.org.au

FREE AND LOW COST ACTIVITIES 
AT BEELARONG COMMUNITY FARM! 
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This is my favourite time of year to be working in my veggie patch.  
Known to others as Allotment 23, to me it’s Burke’s Backyard.  

At last we are over the heat of summer when if I wanted to have a 
good dig it had to be done before the sun was up, and the pests 
have finally, pretty well, gone into hibernation. 

Over the past few weeks I’ve been sowing carrots, peas, beans, kohl rabi, parsnips and 
beetroot seeds - straight into the ground. It’s always a thrill (and still a bit of a surprise 
knowing my gardening history) when their little green shoots appear. 

This is the time to be growing brassicas, cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli - and your Asian 
greens will do well too. Probably my favourite leafy veggies are silver beet and both curly 
kale and the Italian kale called Cavolo Nero, that’s the one that tastes like iron filings so 
you know it’s doing you good. And I blanch and freeze these to keep me going through 
the year. You can be planting all these greens as either seeds or seedlings. 

And talking about seedlings, have you noticed the lovely trays of healthy little seedlings in 
the shade house, the one nearest to the shed. It’s absolutely bursting with little plants 
thanks to Marion who has located a generous donor.  Please help yourself to these 
seedlings for your allotment.  Members have access to them when the shed is open on 
Wednesday mornings, and on Saturday mornings between 8am - 10am. 

We have been blessed with trays of flower seedlings as well as vegetables so it’s worth 
making sure you plant some of them intermingled with your veggies. This will help attract 
the good bugs, as well as making your garden look pretty. And they are FREE. 

Happy Gardening!  
from Jean 

A snapshot from my winter allotment last year. Packed with flowers and veggies. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR 
WINTER GARDEN? 
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Triona and Eoin have been members of Beelarong since 
last year. Triona used to help in the communal areas and 
they also participated in a couple of workshops. Most 
recently they helped building our cob oven but have since 
moved back to Ireland. Here is a little card of their wedding 
they sent to the Beelarong community. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EOIN  
AND TRIONA 



MORNINGSIDE FAIR SUNDAY  
26 JULY 

Are you interesting in helping us at the Morningside Fair?
Beelarong Community Farm have applied to have a stall at the Morningside Fair this year. 

Thank you to all the people on the 'Rosella Jam Team' who are working so hard to 
produce as much jam as we can to sell at the Fair. Glass jars with metal lids are still 
required for bottling our Rosella Jam. Jars can be left on one of the tables outside the 
shed.   

We still need volunteers for the stall on the Fair day, so if you can lend a hand, even a half 
hour would assist.  Please contact Kevin, our President, or speak to a committee member. 
The committee will be setting a date, on a Saturday morning, for a meeting of interested 
people for an update on the preparations for our stall.  

News from Around the world 
France to ban food waste in supermarkets  In a rare show of unity France’s parliament 

has voted unanimously to bad food waste in big supermarkets, notably 
by outlawing the destruction of unsold food products.  ‘It’s scandalous to 
see bleach being poured into supermarket dustbins along with edible 
foods.’ Socialist member of parliament Guillaume Garot, who sponsored 
the bill, said on Thursday.  Under the new legislation, supermarkets will 

have to take measures to prevent food waste and will be forced to donate any unsold but 
still edible food goods to charity or for use as animal feed or farming compost.  All large-
sized supermarkets will have to sign contracts with a charity group to facilitate food 
donations. 
Taken from June – July 2015 Sub-Tropical Fruit Club of Qld. Inc’s. Newsletter 
  
From Marion 

TO CONTACT US
Email info@beelarong.org.au (preferred method of contact)
Phone: 0401 168 657
Mail: PO Box 595, Morningside QLD 4170

If you no longer wish to receive these emails unsusbscribe by 
emailing info@beelarong.org.au 

Like up on Facebook 
Search Beelarong Community Farm 
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