
BEELARONG
Community Farm

M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

m
a
r

c
h 

2
0

1
0

What ’s  happen ing  in  
March  at  the  farm

MOVING IN TO AUTUMN

In this March edition of the 
newsletter,  David Fraser,  
Beelarong’s Chairman,  writes about 
Dick Copeman’s visit to the farm to 
talk about fruit trees.   For more info,  
see page two.  

With autumn now on the way,  Sara 
Breckenridge offers some advice on 
what to plant in the garden.  See page 
two of the newsletter. 

We now have two Beelarong phones - 
one for general enquires and one for 
education and the GOLD program.    
The General enquiries phone will be 
kept by committee members on a 
rotational basis and the education 
phone will be kept by Jo Seeburg.    
Telephone 0432 238 473 (general) 
0401 168 657 (education).

Committee member Helene Cooper 
will make sure the sheds are open on 
Wednesday mornings.    We are still 
looking for one or two people  who 

can regularly commit to opening the 
shed on Sunday mornings at 9am.   If 
you are available please let us know.   

Please note Group Membership of 
the farm is now $40 and entitles the 
group to 2 votes. 

Members of the Wednesday 
volunteer group would like to say 
thank you to White Ladies Funerals 
for the delicious cake they donated

Social 

February’s “get together” was a 
great success with good food,  
good company and good 
conversation.   Thanks to 
everyone who came along.    
Another social event will be 
happening soon.   

Gold Program & 
Active Parks

The following classes are all 
at 9.30am - 11.30am at the 
farm

No Dig 
Gardening 16th 
March

Cooking 
Sensations  
Making Relish and 
Chutney 18th 
March

Compost Making 23rd March 

African Violet Flowers 
Propagate a flower to take 
home.  25th March

Basic Self Healing using plants 
and crystals.   27th March

Cob Oven Cooking and Farm 
Tour.   27th March

Meetings

General Meeting
Sunday 7th March at 12pm

Committee Meeting           
Wed March 10th at 6pm at Di 
Farmer’s office.

News Update




Diary



March in the Garden 

by Sara Breckenridge.

Hopefully now the days will start to get a little cooler, the mozzies a little 
less ferocious and we have a little more energy to be out in the vegie 
plot.   After all, we are entering a great growing period.

Try planting these in March; Asian vegetables, carrots and leeks, lettuce 
seeds or seedlings (under a taller plant for some dappled shade), beans 
(snake or bush), chilli, eggplant, zucchini, capsicum. Vines: luffa and 
choko; if you have some space plant sweet potatoes or a special spot for 
a favourite perennial - rhubarb.

In preparation for April planting;
Source your garlic bulbs & plan and prepare a piece of dirt for peas.  

Feed your plants with some home grown liquid fertilizer – made from 
compost, manure or weeds.  Your plants have just survived some very 
hot weather and could probably do with a good nutritious drink.  Do 
remember to make some more tea up to use next month.

To attract some beneficial insects into your garden try planting some of 
these in between your vegetables; tansy, parsley, lemon balm, fennel, 
dill, amaranth, alyssum, mustard, mint, marigold, stinging nettles, 
sunflowers, yarrow.

Happy Gardening

Dick Copeman talks about citrus

veteran organic farmer       
Dick Copeman recently 

came to Beelarong to talk about 
fruit trees and their care.    
Beelarong Chairman David Fraser 
finds out what he had to say.

At the February General Meeting, 
we were fortunate to have Dick 
Copeman visit the farm to give a 
talk about growing fruit trees. Dick 
was a founding member of Northey 
Street City Farm and has an 
extensive knowledge of fruit trees 
suitable to Brisbane's sub-tropical 
climate.  

Dick discussed the best 
growing conditions for 
some of our favourite 
fruit trees, including 
bananas,paw paws 
lemons and mangoes. 
He also gave advice 
regarding some more 
exotic species such as 
Japoticaba and 
Carambola (star fruit).

Everyone agreed his talk was 
very informative and will help 
greatly in the development of 
Beelarong's fruit forest.

We will be looking to have a 
guest speaker at each 
General Meeting, so if you 

know someone involved in 
food growing, social work, 
conservation or any topic 
which may be of interest, 
please let us know.

V

Farm Bus Trips

Here are some 
possible farm 
outings.  

Crystal waters 
ecovillage                           
half an hour outside 
Maleny.    Several of the 
residents  conduct tours 
of their properties. 

Bauers Organic 
Farm                  
Working organic farm 
in the Lockyer valley.   

Let us know if you are 
interested in coming on a 
bus tour to either of these 
places. 
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